Instructions for Creating Your Personalized Photo Montage.

The first thing to consider is who the video is for and what is the occasion. The answers to these questions will help determine the type and number of photos that go into the video.

It is a good idea to group the photos into “sections”; that is, the different parts of the honoree’s life. Most videos begin with the earliest photos available – a “growing up” section. This is, quite simply, pictures of the person from infant through to young adult. In the case of a video for a wedding or anniversary there would be a section for both him and her. Examples of sections that might follow would be “Dating”, “Family”, “Friends”, “Children”, “Grandchildren”, “Pets & Hobbies”, and “Together”. The number of photos is up to you but approximately 15 photos per section makes a nicely paced video.

When you’ve arranged the pictures in their sections put the photos in the order you want, usually chronologically [youngest to oldest]. Number each picture but please be careful – do not use ink! No pens, no markers, no felt tips – nothing that will ruin the next picture when you start stacking. The best and safest method is pencil and/or post - it notes. Write the number on the post – it notes and attach it to the back of the photo, or very lightly use the pencil to write it on the back of the photo.   

As you finish each section, place it in a folder or envelope and name and number them as well. Examples 1] Bride Growing Up, 2] Groom Growing Up, 3] Dating, 4] Family, and so on. It’s easy once you start.

While you are going through the photos you should be thinking about what would be the perfect music playing in the background. Try to keep the songs in the proper era. For example, if you are showing Dad in his Army days of 1945 using some Big Band music would be appropriate. With photos from the 1950’s it’s hard to beat Sinatra.

When you know what music you want, you need to provide either the CD or cassette tape so that we can add the music to the soundtrack. CDs are preferable because of their high quality. By the way, the music and photographs that you provide are all returned in the same condition as they are received. 

Now, on the folder or envelope of each section, write the music selection that you want. Don’t worry about song lengths – we will try to make everything come out just right.

Finally bundle your photographs and music and send it to us. Please use lots of packing, and avoid sending photos still in a picture frame. If there is a photo or photos that cannot be replaced take it to your local photo shop to have copied before sending it off. Please remember to insure your package. Give us a call or send an email when you’ve sent it so we’ll know it’s on the way.

Please send us everything we need to produce your video at least 6 weeks before the finished product is needed. “Rush jobs” are possible but there is an additional charge for this service. We prefer to get the video to you in good time in case any changes need to be made.

If you have any questions or need help of any kind please feel free to call or e-mail us.

D&J’s Video Productions

10633 West Pakes Road

Gowen, Mi. 49326-9612

(231) 349-7511   

djsvideo@casair.net
www.DJsVideoProductions.com
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